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Dekotora Yoisaa!
a collaborative art project between Sue Hajdu and the Hachinohe community

03-30 September 2011, Open Studio 01-30 October 2011, Exhibition

Hachinohe Portal Museum hacchi
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Visit a live studio and see how an artist works or roll up your shirtsleeves and join
in the fun of this community-based project. Sue Hajdu, artist in residence at
hacchi, will be busily sewing and crafting two dekotora in her studio, which is
open to visitors, right in the heart of downtown Hachinohe. It's a relaxed
environment where you can chip in, chill out, or enjoy various events. At the end
of the month, become a dekotora dancer or catch the performances around town!

So what’s this DEKOTORA thing?
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Dekotora (decorated trucks) are said to have originated in Hachinohe in the 1970s. Loaded with
seafood fresh off the boats, truckers would speed their bounty to markets around the country, as
depicted in the well-known series of movies, Torakku Yaro. The pride and personal expression of
their owners, dekotora can be anything from modestly decked-out trucks to a gaudy and
sometimes sinister spectacle of traditional and contemporary graphics, flashing LEDs and
glittering chrome.

Become a
dekotora dancer!
Contemporary dancer and choreographer,
Miki Isojima (b. Hachinohe, 1983) will work with
a team of volunteers to rustle up a new dance idiom:

Hachinohe Dekotora Dancing, combining contemporary

and traditional dance such as enburi and kagura.
Please contact us for rehearsal and performance times

if would like to to participate in performances.
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Open Studio
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Working with vintage kimono, donated bits & bobs, punk accessories, LED lights, beads and
sequins sourced in Saigon’s chinatown, the artist and community participants will create two
dekotora dancing costumes (think lion dancing costumes with a mega twist) that are a mélange
of local cultural references — dekotora, fish markets, Sansha Taisai festival floats, and the sashiko
stitching and patch-working that were traditionally used to repair farmers' clothes in Aomori. With
SO much going on, there is a job to suit everyone at the open studio, so come along and design
or create your own bit of dekotora spectacle!
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In a corner of the studio is a comfy lounge with books and magazines where you are always
welcome to make yourself a drink, relax, watch people work or chat with the artist. To amuse the
young ones, we have a play area with dekotora drawing supplies, toy trucks and kid's-sized lion
dancing costumes. Make the open studio a home away from home for September!

Hours: 10:00AM—38:00PM daily, 03—30 September. Studio closed 06, 13, 20 & 27 September. The artist
will sometimes be out of the studio between 1:00 and 3:00PM.



EVENTS & EXHIBITION PROGRAM

All events are free, unless otherwise stated.
Please check our website for full details on the events and program!
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01/10 & 02/10: Dekotora Dancing performances around town
02/10: Talk - the artist and curator in dialogue

01/10-30/10: Exhibition of completed dekotora dancing costumes
and project documentation

09/03-09/30: Open Studio
09/11: Dekotora Kids’ Day
09/23: Dekotora Truckers’ Night
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b. Melbourne, 1966. Master's, Visual Art, 2001 & B.A., Japanese
studies, 1991, University of Sydney. Currently based in Saigon.
Working primarily in Vietnam and Japan, Hajdu creates art projects
that delve into community and social relationships or play in
public space. As director of the artists' initiative, a little blah
blah, she has curated art projects since 2005 and is also
active as a photographer and writer. Recent projects include
Stranger in the Village, 2010 & 2011, A window until the rains
come, 2010 and HAKOtte?, 2008.

Follow this project on
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busses: board buses heading to Hachinohe Chuushingai
(central street) from Hachinohe station, east exit. Get off at
Hachinohe Chuushingai Taaminaru (Yookamachi). 25 mins.
train: take JR Hachinohe line from Hachinohe station. 11
mins walk from Hon Hachinohe station.

£!: Sue Hajdu Projects [ http://twitter.com/hacchi_staff blog: http://dekotora8.exblog.jp/
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